Epiphany of the Lord 

January 6, 2008 


Faith Sharing 

Readings and Questions for the 

Weekend of January 13 

Baptism of the Lord 
Theme 

God's plan in Christ begins to unfold in 
human history. 

Look Into Your Life 

Question for Children: If someone were to 
ask you, "Who is Jesus?" how would you 
answer? 

Question for Youth: "This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased." This is 
what God said when Jesus was baptized, and 
what God says about each of us sons and 
daughters of God as we are baptized. How 
can you more fully embrace your baptism? 
Question for Adults: Today's readings lead 
to a core question: As you follow God and 
do what he wants, how do you experience 
his loving words: "You are my own. My 
favor is upon you."? 


Monday, January 7 
1 John 3:22—4:6; Psalm 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; 
Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25 

8:00 a.m. - Daily Liturgy 
Intention: For the health of Greg Biegler 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
6:30 p.m. - Cub Scouts 
7:00 p.m. - Pastoral Council, Stewardship, 
and Welcoming Committee meetings 

Tuesday, January 8 

1 John 4:7-10: Psalm 72:1-4, 7-8; Mark 6:34-44 

8:00 a.m. Daily Liturgy 
Intention: For Repose of Lindsey Venjonh 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, January 9 

1 John 4:11-18; Psalm 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; 
Mark 6:45-52 

8:00 a.m. Daily Liturgy 
Intention: For healing of the sexually 
abused 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Food Pantry 
6:00 p.m. -Gatherings of Grace: The Three 
Practices of Lent: Prayer, Fasting, and 
Almsgiving 

Thursday, January 10 

1 John 4:19-5:4; Psalm 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17; 
Luke 4:14-22a 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 
7:00 p.m. - Knights of Columbus Potluck 
and General Meeting 

Friday, January 11 

1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20 
Luke 5:12-16 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Office Hours 


Saturday, January 12 

1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149:l-6a and 9b 
John 3:22-30 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Food Pantry 
3:30 p.m. - Reconciliation 

Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalm 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Acts 
10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17 

5:00 p.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: Repose of Connie Kinsman 
Ministry Schedule 
Bread Baker: Mary Blauvelt 
Altar Servers: Megan Czmowski, Joe & Taylor 
Schulte 

Blood: Jacqui Blaha, John Wang, Stephanie & 
Katie Strand 
Body: Greg Sass 
Lectors: Cathy Wang, Greg Sass 
Sacristans: Cathy & John Wang 
Ushers: Kevin Conway, Charlie Cresalia 
Choir: Folk Group 

6:30 p.m. - Knights of Columbus Christmas 
Party 

Sunday, January 13 

Baptism of the Lord 

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalm 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Acts 
10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17 

8:00 a.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: Repose of Bob Biegler 
Ministry Schedule 

Altar Servers: Celena Sass, Kerry Wilson, 
Shannon Wilson 

Blood: Caitlin Wilson, Kevin Rohrbach, Gary 
& Barb Erickson 
Body: Bob Sass 

Lectors: Jessica & Beth Anne Ferley 
Sacristans: Barb & Gary Erickson 
Ushers: Stan Barber, Marc Jacobs 
Choir: Regina’s Minstrels 

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. - Coffee Hour 
10:30 a.m. - Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Intention: OLBH Community 

Ministry Schedule 

Altar Servers: Rebecca Lyle, Kaleah & Austin 
Evans 

Blood: Brad Blauvelt, Curt Lauinger, Jim 
McCormick, Jim Hoag 
Body: Lorinda Collings 
Lectors: Tom Collings, Cathleen Denekamp 
Sacristans: The Blauvelt Family 
Ushers: Aaron Denekamp, Dorothy Tinnell 
Choir: Family Choir 

7:00 p.m. - Evening Prayer & Adoration 


The Stewardship and Welcoming 
Committees will meet at the church 
Monday, January 7, at 7 p.m. to plan 
activities for 2008. 


Sparks from Fr. Mark 

This coming Wednesday, January 9, from 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. is our next Gatherings of 
Grace. The theme is The Three Practices of 
Lent: Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. The 
evening will begin with registration and a meal 
at 6 p.m. followed by a “round robin” session 
on the disciplines of Lent: prayer, fasting, and 


almsgiving. It is through these three practices that 
we are drawn into the heart of the Lenten desert, 
where we are bom to new life in Christ. 

Again, Gatherings of Grace is open to 
everyone in the parish, and is our primary way of 
handing on the faith. We are doing faith 
formation as families and as a parish community, 
not only at Our Lady of the Black Hills, but as a 
Diocesan community as well. 

In my preaching this past weekend on the 
Holy Family, I shared a quote from the 
Declaration on Christian Education, one of the 
documents that came out of Vatican II, which 
highlights the responsibility of Christian families. 
To me this captures the spirit of Gatherings of 
Grace, or Whole Community Catechesis: 

Aware of the situation of the contemporary 
human family, and sympathetic to its needs, the 
participants at the Second Vatican Council affirm 
that the family is the principal school of the 
social virtues which are necessary to every 
society. It is above all in the Christian family, 
inspired by the grace and the responsibility of the 
sacrament of matrimony, that children should be 
taught to know and worship God and to love their 
neighbor... In the family, they will have their first 
experience of a well-balanced human society and 
of the church... It is through the family that 
children are gradually initiated into association 
with their fellow human beings in civil life and as 
members of the people of God. (Declaration on 
Christian Education # 3, 28 October 1965) 

Next week, Teresa Thompson, Sister Joan 
Tetrault, OSB, Sister Darlene Gutenkauf, PBVM, 
Linda Baldwin from the Cathedral, Pat Keller and 
Luan Lindskov from the parishes in Timberlake, 
Isabelle, and Trail City, and I, will be attending 
the “Fashion Me a People” conference in 
Orlando, Florida. This conference is focused on 
developing leaders in the Whole Community 
Catechesis model of faith formation. Please pray 
for all of us. 


Blessings, Fr. Mark 


Prayer List 

Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. 
Please contact the office if continued prayers are 
needed. 

Improved Health: Joe Creek, Frank Keller, 

Grant Coffin, Sharon Long, Missy Jorgensen, 
Cliff Meyer, Gertmde Bessie, George Senn, 
Dorothy Norman, Jim Raba, Dorothy Roseland 
Mary Kay Young, Cindy Thompson, Shirley 
Little Thunder, Daisy Plumb 
Repose: Craig Reagle, Gene Inman, Violet 
“Bobbie” Welling 


Stewardship December 29 & 30 


Envelopes 

Votive 

Student 

Cookbook Sales 
Building Fund 
Christmas 
New Year 
Other _ 

Total 


$2,030.00 

$1,766.00 

$3.00 

$156.35 

$293.25 

$230.00 

$110.00 

$286.20 

$19.00 

$4893.80 



























Lenten Sacred Spaces & Recipes 

Do you have a sacred space you go to, or a 
traditional meal you prepare during Lent? If so. 
Gatherings of Grace would like a photo of your 
sacred space or a copy of your Lenten recipe. 
You may drop them off in the office or email 
them to betsy@olbh.org by Sunday, January 6. 


Thank you to all who made the Live 
Nativity possible, from setting up the 
stable and bringing the animals, to 
braving the cold weather in costume! It 
is a wonderful tradition at Our Lady of 
the Black Hills. 


Thanks! 

The Cub Scouts of Pack 91 and the Boy Scouts 
of Troop 88 would like to thank all of those 
who contributed to the 2007 Care & Share 
Food Drive. More than 3,000 pounds of food 
were brought to Our Lady of the Black Hills 
for the Piedmont Valley Food Panty. 

Quilt Ministry 

If you are interested in making quilts for those 
who are seriously ill in our parish community, 
please contact the parish office at 787-5168 or 
send email to olbh@olbh.org . 

Attention High School Seniors 

Applications for the Catholic University of 
America Scholarship for the Diocese of Rapid 
City are available in the gathering area. For 
more information, please contact Teresa in the 
parish office at 787-5168. 

Update on the OLBH Library 

From Mary Coffin 

Father Mark’s homily on January 30, the 
Feast of the Holy Family, had several main 
points which connect with some books in the 
OLBH Library. And knowing that 
parishioners will want to read more about it, 
we’ve placed them on the table outside the 
library. They’re available for checkout for a 
month. 

First, Peter Kreeft’s book, Angels (and 
Demons): What Do We Really Know About 
Them?, came to mind because it answers 
questions, including that of Jim Wranek’s 
granddaughter who was inquiring about the 
gender of angels. Are you curious? See page 
76. (Jim may already have this checked out!) 

Another topic covered by Father Mark was 
immigration. Thanks to a grant from the West 
River Catholic Diocese Foundation, the library 
has added three new books on the topic. 
Strangers No Longer: Together on the Journey 
of Hope is a pastoral letter on the topic from 
the Catholic Bishops of Mexico and the United 
States. It helps us understand that the human 
rights of undocumented migrants should be 
respected. Welcoming the Stranger Among Us 
reminds us that the church in the United States 
has always been an immigrant church and calls 
us to solidarity. For I was Hungry and You 
Gave me Food is excellent reading for the 
Catholic background on migrant workers on 


Annual Catholic Social Services Collection 

Catholic Social Services has been providing 
adoption and free crisis pregnancy services for 
over 30 years. The annual collection allows 
CSS to provide these and other valuable 
services to people of all faiths in western South 
Dakota. Please help CSS change lives by 
giving to the Ash Wednesday appeal on 
February 6. 

Unity of Two: Strength for Marriages 

Come dine with us and listen to Fr. Brian 
Christensen speak on this important topic. 
Husbands and wives and those preparing for 
marriage are welcome. This will be held 
January 25 after the 5:30 Mass at the 
Cathedral. The cost for dinner is $25.00 per 
couple, and the money will go to Regnum 
Christi. Please RSVP by: January 21 to Brenda 
Hill at 390-1864 or Jenny Sullivan at 343- 
5210. 

The Greatest of These is Love! 

Back by popular demand, the 2008 Married 
Sweethearts Mass and Dinner Dance will be 
held Saturday, February 9. Mass will begin 
at 5:00 p.m. at Our Lady of the Black Hills in 
Piedmont, and the dinner 
dance will follow at 
Stagestop Receptions across 
the road. Registration is $50 
couple. Registration is required by February 1. 
NO late registrations will be accepted. For 
more information, contact Kathy at Family 
Life Ministries at 343-3541 or 
kcordes @ diorc.org. 

Called to Carry Christ? 

Those who are ill or suffering long for the love 
and presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Would 
you like to share your love of Eucharist by 
bringing Christ to patients at the hospital? You 
do not need a medical background. Training 
and support are provided. Ministers of 
Eucharist are especially needed for Sundays, 
but for other days as well. Scheduling is 
flexible and you may serve during the day or in 
the evening. For further information, contact 
Lisa at the Cathedral, 342-0507, ext. 201. 

Steubenville of the Rockies 

June 19-22 in Denver 

Registration opens January 15. Please submit 
all paperwork and a non-refundable deposit of 
$75 to the Diocesan Youth Office, with checks 
payable to the Diocese of Rapid City. We sell 
out quickly and have a waiting list each year, 
so please register early! 168 spaces are 
available. Open to students entering the 9 th 
grade through the 12 th grade. Registration 
materials will be mailed to parishes and can be 
accessed from the Youth Page of the Diocese 
of Rapid City website and at 
www.sor200B.com . Cost is $315 per person. 
The fee includes conference admission, deluxe 
motor coach transportation to and from 
Denver, three nights in a hotel, two limited 
edition T-shirts, Elitch Gardens admission with 
two meals at the park, six other meals, and 
much more. For more information, please call 
Provatia Potvin at 343-3541 or Jacques Daniel 
at 342-0507. 


National Vocations Awareness Week 

January 13-18 is National Vocations Awareness 
Week. It begins with the celebration of the 
Baptism of the Lord, when “God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power” 
(Acts 10:38). Each of us receives the gift of the 
Holy Spirit at our baptism, and we are called to 
live this out according to his plan for each of us. 
Let us remember to pray for priests and 
consecrated men and women this week, and for 
married couples and families. Send a card to a 
priest or consecrated person this week, thanking 
them for the gift of themselves given to Christ 
and to his body, the Church, or invite them for 
dinner. Pray for more vocations to priesthood 
and consecrated life - and consider a vocation to 
priesthood or consecrated life! www.Gods- 
call.org 

For the Ride Home 

By Ted Berg 

Scripture 

•Then you shall be radiant at what you see, 
your heart shall throb and overflow. (Isaiah 
60:5) 

•For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 
and the afflicted when he has no one to help 
him. (Psalm 72:12) 

•It has now been revealed to his holy apostles 
and prophets by the Spirit that the Gentiles are 
coheirs. (Ephesians 3:5-6) 

•They were overjoyed at seeing the star. 
(Matthew 2:10) 

•They saw the child with Mary his mother. 
They prostrated themselves and did him 
homage. (Matthew 2:11) 

•They departed for their country by another 
way. (Matthew 2:12) 

Reflection 

•When the Magi came searching for the king, 
do you think they expected to find Jesus who 
would change their lives forever? Or was he 
exactly what the seekers are hoping to find? 

•Is the other way followed by the Magi defined 
by a physical place? 

•What did the Magi seek? What did they fmd? 
What did they leave behind? What did they 
take with them? 

•Why is Herod such a sad figure? Is it because 
he cannot see beyond the false hope of 
dominance over physical space and time? 

•Do those who seek transcend the limits of the 
world? 

It is like one who sees something never seen 
before, whereof he has not even seen the like; 
although he might understand its nature and have 
experience of it, he would be unable to give it a 
name, or say what it is, however much he tried to 
do so, and this in spite of its being a thing which 
he had perceived with the senses. How much less, 
then, could he describe a thing that has not 
entered through the senses! For the language of 
God has this characteristic that, since it is very 
intimate and spiritual in its relations with the 
soul, it transcends every sense and at once makes 
all harmony and capacity of the outward and 
inward senses to cease and be dumb. 1 

St John of the Cross, Dark Night of the Soul , translated 
by E. Allison Peers, (New York, Image Books) 1990, p. 
159. 






















Inserts 


Faithful Citizenship January 2008 Bulletin 

Quote From the Diocesan Pro-Life 

Commission 


Scientists in Japan and Wisconsin used four 
genes to “reprogram” ordinary adult human 
cells, creating “induced pluripotent stem cells 
(iPS cells)...Thus the goal sought for years 
through failed attempts at human cloning - the 
production of “pluripotent” stem cells that are 
an exact match to a patient - has been brought 
within reach by an ethical procedure...This 
advance reminds us once again that medical 
progress and respect for human life are not m 

conflict. ^ 


Statement on Stem Cell Breakthrough, 

Cardinal Justin Rigali, Archbishop of 
Philadelphia. November 20, 2007; Bulletin 
Briefs January 2008, USCCB Secretariat for 
Pro-Life Activities: www.usccb.org/prolife 

use search function. 

(From the Diocesan Pro-Life Commission 
Faithful Citizenship Committee) 


The Diocesan Pro-Life Commission requests 
prayers for all unborn babies in danger of 
abortion. A sample prayer entitled Spiritual 
Adoption Prayer is as follows: “Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, with love for you I ask your 
intercession to protect the life of unborn 
children. May they all come to birth healthy 
and be a source of joy to their parents. For 
those in danger because of abortion, I adopt 
them as my own and pray for them and their 
mothers.” 


Engaged Encounter Weekend 

Engaged or newly married couples will focus on developing a mutual, 
faithful, and permanent marriage relationship. This weekend will be held 
February 15-17 at St. Martin’s Community Center near Rapid City. For 
information, or to register, contact Greg & Connie Forstner, 605-341- 
6032. 

Christian Family Planning Seminar 
Join us Saturday, January 19, from 9:00 a.m. to noon at St. Anthony’s in 
Hot Springs. This is a requirement for engaged couples, and also an 
enriching learning experience for married couples, or anyone wanting to 
know more about natural family planning. For more information, or to 
register, call Family Life Ministries at 343-3541. 

Marriage Encounter 

They say the greatest gift one can give cannot be bought from 
the store, but comes from the heart. Why not give a gift of 
love to your spouse this holiday season? Why not give the 
gift of a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend? The next 
weekend will be January 25-27, at Broom Tree Retreat and Conference 
Center near bene, SD. For more information, or to register call John or 
Dawn Elsinger at 605-362-0924 or visit www.WWME.org . 

Level II Separated & Divorced Support Group, “Happiness is 

an Inside Job” 

This is an eight-week, non-denominational support group using John 
Powell’s book by the same name. The group is designed to help those who 
are separated or divorced to find new meaning and purpose in then lives. 
Previous Level I attendance is helpful but not required. Join us at 7:00 
p.m., Thursday, January 10, at St. Therese’s. The book and registration 
fee is $38.00. For more information, call Family Life Ministries at 343- 
3541. 

“Heal Your Grief’ 

Bereavement Support Group 

This is an eight-week, non-denominational support group for anyone 
grieving the loss of a loved one. The group begins at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, January 28, at Blessed Sacrament Church in Rapid City. Please 
come early to register. For more information call Janece Rieman at 343- 
5547. 



















